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persons Implicated, and subjects

i. haushofer

a. Relationship with HESS (p.2)
b. As President of Goman Academy from
c. Views on Lebonsraum (p. 22 - 23 )

1931 - 1S37 (p.17 - 18,20 - 21)

2. HESS
a* Relationship with Hit lor (p. 4)

(l) Collaboration in writing Hoin Kanpf (p*6 -9 )
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CHaRaCTeRIEaTION OF HESS

Professor Doctor Karl Haushofor was a toachor in geopolitics, no member 
of any Nazi organization. Ho had a very intimate acquaintanceship with Hess. 
Ho was in close contact with him sinco tho tine Hoss was his student until 
ho flow to England. He describes him as follows: His strong side was not 
intelligence but heart and character (p. 2 - 3). Ho had a blind devotion 
to Hitler, and Hitler discussed with hin subjects of philosophy, such as 
geopolitics. Hess was far nore educated in tho field of geopolitics than 
Hitlor (p. 4-). Haushofor thinks that Hitler got his ideas on the subject 
"Lebensraun” from Hess, but that Hitler never understood them really (p.5). 
As far as the witness knows, Hess actually dictated many chapters of tho 
book "Mein Kanpf". In the main principles, he states. Hitler’s ideas never 
reflected his teachings (f)p. 6 to 9). Ho thinks that Ribbontrop inspired 
Hitler nore in regard to geopolitics than Hess (p. 10).

In the opinion of the witness, the reason for Hess’ flight to England 
was his own sense of honor and perhaps in connection with initiating peace 
foolers. However, Hess did not talk with him about this natter (p. 15).

\

AS PRESIDENT OF GeRHaN aCaDEMY

The witness explains tho difference of his opinions and his teachings 
contrary to Hitler’s and the contents of his bock "Mein Kanipf" (p.ll to 14)
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Karl Haushofer, 5 October 1945

The relations of the witness to Bohle wore very unfriendly (p.16). 
Ihe witness was President of the German Academy and he states that this 
organization, as long as he was President, from 1934 to 1937, had no 
part of the propaganda machine (pi. 17 - 18) and no connection with tho 
German High Command (p. 20,21).

The witness gives a detailed picture of tho activities of tho Academy 
(p. 19 - 20). He does not have exact knowledge of tho secret armament (p. 
Ho also hoped for a peaceful settlement. He thought that there would bo 
enough Lebonsraum for the Germans for 100 years if the Nazis would have 
been satisfied with what was given to them in Munich (p. 22 - 23).
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Testimony of KARL HAUSHOFER, taken at 
Nurnberg, Germany, 5 October, 19-45,
1445 - 1600, by Colonel Howard A.
Brundage, JAGD, OUSCC.
Also present: Dr, Edmund A. Walsh,
Expert Consultant to Justice Jackson; 
Siegfried Haraler, Interpreter; and
S/ Sgt, William A. Weigel, Court Reporter,
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QUESTIONS BY COLONEL BRUNDAGE TO THE INTERPRETER:

Q Will you state your name?

Siegfried Raml9r.

Q By whom are you envployed?

A The Office of the U. S, Chief of Counsel. 

Q What are your present duties?

A Interpreter,

Q Do you solemnly swear that you will truly and accurately 

translate the English into German and the Gorman into English of 

all the testimony to be given in this hearing, so help you God?

A I do,

QUESTIONS BY COLONEL BRUNDAGE TO THE WITNESS THROUGH THE INTERPRETER:

Q, Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give in 

this hearing will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 

the truth, so help you God.?

A I do.

Q, How are you feeling? All right?

A Yes. I am so interested in this moment, you see^ for if
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afterwards the old body goes down, it will all go down.

Q Just sit back and relax and we will have a little discussion 

on this matter. Now, will you state your full name?

A Professor Doctor Karl Haushofer.
(HAUSHOFER)



q, Where did you live?

A Hartschimmelhof, nr. Pa'ehl, upper Bavaria.

Q, I know that you havo been interrogated "before and the subject 

of geopolitics has been covered in a general way, but there are a few 

points that xve would like to clarify at this time, so we won't go 

through the same material that you were questioned about before.

A Yes. I have been interrogated at Freising five days and 

at Oberursel ten days.

Q, In that previous interrogation, you sa,id that you had a very 

intimate acquaintanceship with Hes3?

A Yes.

Q, Was he a former student of yours?

A He was a former student of mine, and I knew Hess long before

there existed a National Socialist Party. I knew him through an old 

officer of Ordnance of mine who was a flyer with him, and he told 

him so much about my old worker that he wanted to make my acquaintance,' 

so that my friendship with Hess has been for a long time. It began 

with a military comradeship with a very good. Ordnance officer of

mine who was wi th me three years in the first World War and with him.

Afterwa.rds he studied in our university and wanted to achieve a 

Doctorate. He had Professor Kalker of the People's Reich, and then 

there was a very clever Democratic professor of Public Law, and 

Professor Zwiedeneck, and Suedenhorst, and from an old Austrian family. 

He was of the national economy. On those four faculties he wanted 

to make his Doctorate.

Q, Did you find him to be an attentive student?

A Yes. He was a very attentive student but, you see, his

strong side was not intelligence but heart and character, I should say*
„ (HAUSHOPER)



He was not very intelligent.

Did you find that he evidenced greatinterest in the subject 

matter that you taught?

A He.had great interest and he worked very hard but, you see, 

at that time in Munich there were all those students and & officers * 

associations, a very strong political movement, and so the young men 

were always drawn away from their work,

Q, Did you feel that you had a grea.t deal of influence in 

molding his ideas?

A I had a moral influence on him but there was a competition 

between the political influences and the scientific influences.

Q, But your conclusion is that you did have considerable 

influence in molding his ideas as to his future conduct?

A Yes. My influence was only good as far as he was under my 

eyes and I could check up on him. I have to honestly say now that 

up to the time of his flying away, he was very much devoted to me 

and he protected me and my family from bad. experiences with the 

Party.

Q, Were you able to maintain a closedntimate relationship 

with him during all that time?

A Yes. I tried to point out to him, perhaps, out of twenty 

things only two that came to my knowledge which I thought were wrong, 

but otherwise the Party used to tear him away from me,

Q, Was he a man that had great persuasive powers on other 

people?

( HAUSH03TER)
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A l\To. He had no knowledge of human beings and he had often 

been betrayed by the people surrounding him.

Q, Isn't it a fact tha.t there was a great personal affection 

for him on the part of Hitler?

A He had a blind devotion to Hitler and you can say that the 

relationship from him to Hitler was one of an obedient relationship.

Q, But I meant in the other direction. Wasn't Hitler devoted 

to Hess because of a personaljriendship?

A I was always of the opinion that Rudolf Hess was far more 

devoted to his idol than his idol was devoted to him.

Q, But I have heard that Hitler considered Hess as a great 

friend for the discussion of philosophy and subjects such as geo­

politics.

A Hitler, who himself was only semi-educated, had noticed 

that Hess, throu^ his knowledge of books and academic education, 

was far more educated in these fields than he was himself.

Q Don't you think from that Hitler was influenced a great 

deal by Hess?

A Hitler knew just as little about these things as Hess

knew himself, and I sm of the impression that Hess, right up to
made

1935, at the time he had/his speech in Stockholm, was convinced 

that everything would come to a pea.ceful solution.

Q, But you haven't answered my question. I maybe haven't 

made it clear to you. I would like to know if, in your opinion, 

the ideas that Hitler had with respect to matters relating to geo­

politics and other matters that come from books, if you don't 

think Hitler got many of those ideas from Hess.
( HAU SHOJER )



He certainly has teen told about these things by Hess, but 

I received the impression, and I ara utterly convinced, tha/t Hitler 

has never understood these things and he did not have the right 

outlook for understanding them.

Q, I understand that his ideas on Lebensraum were never com­

pletely explained by Hitler.

A When I formed my opinions on the basis of the English 

authors and Ratz 1 and Kjellen and others, Germany at that time was 

in a very terrible condition as regards frontiers and Lebensraum, 

and this is why he adopted this conception in many of his speeches 

because they were very close to him, but without really understanding 

them.
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tji, But Hitler, being an uneducated man, would talk at great 

length on subjects of Lebensraum and geopolitics. Don't you believe 

he got those ideas from Hess?

A Yes. These idea.s came to Hitler from Hess, but he has 

never really understood them, and he has never rea-lly read about them 

from the original books. He never read these books.

Q, Did you ever talk to Hitler?

A Very seldom, because, you see, this was a thing which was 

often mentioned in your press. My visits to Landsberg always were 

meant for Hess, he being my pupil. It wasn't really allowed that 

one visited more than one person, and I was only interested in 

visiting Rudolf Hess. The situation was that there was only one big
4

room where one could speak and just one'little cell where Hess was

sitting.
(KAUSHOFER)
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Q Isn't it true that Hess collaborated with Hitler in writing 

“Mein Kampf?"

A As far as I know, Hess actually dictated many chapters of 

that "book. Hess was able to type, while Hitler was not.

Q, Then, do I understand that you would discuss these matters 

with Hess and then Hess in turn would discuss them with Hitler and 

that is how they got the book?

A In matters where I saw that neither Hitler nor Hess had 

any geographical idea., I tried to visit Hess and tried to explain 

to him the basis of Aatzel's book, dealing with political geography, 

second edition. I point out edition Humber Two because then a third 

edition came out, which was amplified by a Viennese geography expert, 

Oberhummer, who has modernized this edition.

Q, Did you find that in all instances that the correct version 

that you gave would be adapted by Hitler?

A I always had the impression by his speeches that he never 

really understood them.

Q, But did you have the idea that he had made an attempt to 

adopt your teachings?

A He sometimes made attempts, but, you sera, I remember quite 

well, whenever Hess understood such a thing anc1 tried to explain it 

to Hitler, Hitler usually came out with one of his new ideas about 

an autobahn or anything else which had nothing to do with it, while 

Hess just stood there and did not say any more about it.

Q, But in the main principles, woulr you say that Hitler's 

ideas reflected your teachings?

(HAUSHOFEH)
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A No. One of the most important things he never understood. 

This is an idea which I heard expressed for the first time "by Reich 

Chancellor Prince I to of Japan. What I mention here are his words: 

"The only possibility for solving the Russian problem is with the

hast Asian culture and the European culture"—he illustrated it writh

the Russian Troika, meaning that "the stronger horse pulls in the

middle while the two other horses pull from either side." And nov;»!•

the most important was: "So that the horse in the middle should not 

be able to bite any of these horses alone without the other horse 

taking action." This is the conception that Hitler did not under­

stand.

CJ But you never visited Hitler at Landsberg?

A I had never an occasion to speak to Hitler alone. He avoided 

it. I always had the feeling that he felt a certain distrust, the 

distrust of a semi-educated person towards a scientifically educated

person.

GJ, Did you talk to him in the presence of anybody else?

A Yes, sometimes in the presence of Rudolf Hess in his small 

house in Harlacking. That is a suburb of Munich.

Q, When was that?

A The last time I could speak to him was on the 8th of November. 

1938, before the program. At that time I returned from the Africa 

conference in Rome. This is where I went with sixteen French and 

sixteen German experts on African questions and also twenty-four 

English experts.
(HAUSHOFER)
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Q, I would like to ask you to limit your answers to my questions.

A Yes. Excuse me.

How many times did you see Hitler?

A I saw him the first time in 1922; that was the first time.

At that time I was President of the Munich German People1 s Party. At 

first he wanted to disturb that meeting, but later on he decided not to« 

That was my first impression. He then made the same impression as he 

made in later years, the same way of combing his hair and so on. Then 

I saw him twice or three times when going to Landsberg to Rudolf Hess, 

but only when he was together with his men, with Kruebel, who I knew 

from the first World War. Kxuebel was in my division in the World War, 

and so I knew him,, and he was in that society. There were always nine 

or ten in that big room.

Then I saw him the next time at the Publisher Burckhardt, when 

Hess got married. We were there, and Burckhardt and his wife, and 

Hitler, and Rudolf Hess and his wife and I and the clergyman, whose 

p.ame I don't recollect any more, and another two or three people.

, I never had occasion to speak to him personally. I think he

purposely avoided that.

I savir him once more at Rudolf Hess' place, but then there was 

another Swiss gentleman there and my wife and Rudolf Hess' wife.

This constituted the smallest circle in which I ever saw him.

Then I was present at the Fuehrer's conference in the Munich 

building, but there was a large number of people there, and I was not 

in his intimate circle.

( HA.USHOFER )
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The next time I met him was in Rudolf Hess' house, and at that 

time he apparently was not agreeable to what I se,id, namely, that I did 

not like his policy as regards Africa, and then I suggested that we 

should go into conference. From that moment I was through with him. 

Only Rudolf Hess was concerned about me. From 1941 I was the object 

of persecution by the Gestapo.

As I understand you, yom had no opportunity a.t any time to 

impart to him your teachings?

A Ho. I tried sometimes with his subordinates if the matter 

concerned geopolitics. I can prove that every once or twice a year 

I had to threaten my resignation as President of the German Academy.

Q Who do you think was the inspiration for Hitler when he 

expressed himself with regard to geopolitics?

A I think he mostly talked about these matters to Ribbentrop, 

but he had the habit, as he had it with Hess, too, that if something 

was not agreeable to him, he merely started a different subject and 

made a big public speech, while the people concerned just looked on 

with wide open and admiring eyes and could say nothing more.

Q, But Ribbentrop did not become Foreign Minister until 1938.

A Yes, but Ribbentrop was assigned in Rudolf Hess' staff to 

deal with foreign political affairs.

Q, When?

A This vras at the time before he went to London as an 

Ambassador.

Q, Did you talk with Ribbentrop?

A By order of Rudolf Hess I had to speak to Ribbentrop again

( HAU SHOFER )
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about the East Asiatic questions as he did not understand anything 

about them, and my friend, who has since been shot by the Gestapo, 

and I had to teach him map reading about which he didn't know any­

thing, because he was not very good at that.

Q, Did you find that Ribbentrop was agreeable to your teachings?

A As long as it was necessary for him to learn these things,

he accepted them.
%

Q, Who would you say had the most influence with Hitler; was 

it Hess or Ribbentrop, with respect to your teachings?

A Hitler never vras really influenced by Hess very much, but 

he thought rightly to be able to count on his devotion, but he really 

in the end treated him very badly.
I

|j Q, What about Ribbentrop?
toJf /

A In order to speak the naked truth, I have to say that
»

Ribbentrop just used Hess in order to climb into position in the 

Foreign Office, and when he got there he, together with Bormann, just 

pushed Hess overboard.

Q, But wherever there occurred any statements by Hitler upon 

subjects that you taught, would you say that Hitler got those ideas 

from Hess or from Ribbentrop?

A I think he got those ideas from Ribbentrop through one of 

these young gentlemen in the Foreign Office who really read my books 

and was more capable of understanding them. I am afraid I do not know 

these names by heart any more.

Q Then you believe that the expressions that Hitler made were in 

fact a reflection of your ideas as contained in your books?

( HA.USHOFEJR )



A They were nearly always misunderstood. For instance, he has 

never really understood the difference that I made between oceanic and

continental policy.

CJ, But when you explained that there was a misunderstanding, 

would you go to Hess and try to straighten him out so they would get 

your ideas?

A Yes. Then I tried to go to Hess. I have given you an example 

of one matter in which our scientific objections were pushed aside.

^ There was always an attempt on your part to try to get your 

ideas into operation through Hess and to Hitler?

A I always told him about them whenever I had a feeling that

things were done in the wrong manner,

Q, When you say nin the wrong manner, " you mean contrary to 

your teachings?

A Contrary to my teaching and what I thought was necessary in

r to establish peace in this Homan conference.

Q, You were sincere in all of the things that you taught?

A I think that whatever I have written, I have written to the 

best of my capability and knowledge. I have to say here that I am a 

very incomplete scientist.

Q, But you haven11 answered the question. You were always 

sincere in everything that you taught?

A Yes

Q, When you say that things would go wrong or that Hitler would 

have a mistaken idea about something, you mean by that that he would 

do something contrary to what you were teaching?

( HAUSHOFiSR)
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A Yes, absolutely contrary to my opinions and my teaching. In 

order to give a short e:<ample: Prague, the breaking of the Munich 

agreement.

When you would see those things, you would then go to Hess 

and try to persuade him to have Hitler change his tactics?

A I have tried that and I have had some very bad experiences 

and at last, as you well know, I had to be in Dachau as a result of 

that.

Q, Why did you go to the jail at Landsberg?

A Because Rudolf Hess has been my pupil and I am not used to 

leaving comrades and pupils alone.

Q, What did you talk about?

A Mainly about his work. I talked to him about geography.

Q, Were they at that time preparing the book "Mein Kampf"?

A Hitler dictated the most part of the book HMein Kampf" in 

jail in Landsberg. Afterwards when they came out, he gave me the 

book to read and he asked me to review it in my periodical. That 

is after it had been printed already. Hess brought me tha.t book 

so that I could review it in my periodical.

Q, Isn't it a fact that some parts of that book were written 

by you?

A Ho. This is not a fact. Usually I am not conceited, but I 

must say that I never could have written such a bad. book.
m

Q, Well, in making your review,did you give many suggestions 

to Hess for making changes in the book?

(HAUSHOFER)
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A I only saw the "book after it had "been finished in printed 

form, and he wanted me to make a review and I told him "No". The 

hook has nothing to do with geopolitics. "I can't write a review,"

I said. No where in any German newspaper will you find a line of 

mine about the hook.

Are you familiar with Chapter 14?

A I must honestly say that I don't know it.

Q, In this chapter there is a great deal about Lehensraum and 

about the need of living space.

A Naturally, Hess had heard a lot about these matters in my 

lectures between 1920 and 1924. I had to speak about these things in 

order to be honest.

Q Don't you find a great similarity between the contents of the
~*f *

ook and your teachings with regard to Lebensraum and such methods?

A No, I am sure that he did not understand many parts of my 

ideas as to Lebensraum. For instance, I often pointed out to him 

that our policy of concentrating people in cities was a wrong one, 

and I pointed out to him the difference in some of the Eastern 

countries that were far more thickly populated than our own country.

Q, Did you find anything in the book that was consonant with 

your teachings, agreeable to your teachings?

A No. I must say that when Eudolf Hess brought me the book 

first time—I think it was in '35, soon after its publication—I was 

quite unhappy. When I first saw this book I was very much against it, 

apart from other things also because of his racial ideas. I don't 

know if the Colonel knows that I have been married to a non-Aryan 

happily for the last fifty years.
( HAUSHOFEB.)
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Q Yes. Well, you understand, though, that that was the center 

of the National Socialist Party?

A No. In the first years I thought all those things constituted 

Party slogans in order to obtain a following.

Q, Bid you think that they started out with deceit?

A I think this was because of the tenseness of the situation.

I don't know whether the Colonel realizes how tense the situation in 

Germany was in the years between 1920 and 192-4.

Q, I know' that, but you say that you disagreed with the methods 

that were set forth in that book. I am just wondering what you did 

about it.

A I have been approached, for instance, to join the Party, which 

I declined. Also later on the syndicus of the university approached 

me and asked me to take over the position of a director on condition 

that I divorce my wife, which I declined. I told the men not to enter 

my house again. This was in 1933.

, r-\.

' 33?

A * 33.

Q, So then from 1922 to 1933, you were in complete disagreement 

with the principles of the National Socialist Party?

A I wasn't in any Party, but if I was close at all to any 

Party it was the Party of Stresemann, the German People's Party.

<3, But during all that time you maintained your close friendship 

with Hess?

A Yes, that was the old friendship of an old soldier towards a 

young soldier.

( HAUSHOFER )
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Q, Do you mean General Haushofer would do that?

A Yes. He meant me. I want to point out that I was alternatively

called "Professor" and "General." Here I also want to say that whenever 

I spoke about Hitler, I never referred to him as "Fuehrer" hut I always 

referred to him as "Tribune," such as, what is our People's Tribune 

doing"?

Q, Did you know that Bohle translated all his notes?

A Whose notes'?

Q, Hess' notes before he went to England.

A That I don't know, no, because, you see, my relation to Bohle 

I can say was a very unfriendly one. I have to say that Bohle tried 

to bring into his control all the people's organizations in foreign 

countries. At last he also tried to win control over the German 

Association for Germans in foreign countries, and this is the occasion 

when I asked to resign.

Q, Getting back to the early days, did you coopera.te with Hess 

in the formation of the Party or in the performance of his work?

A Ho, never. I never had anything to do with Party organizations. 

I have never been a member of the Party, and when I was first approached 

by Hess and he asked me to become a member of the Party, I answered 

him like this: "I do not have;+ the inclination of becoming a Party 

comrade."

Q, Hess became number two man in Germany, dicin't he?

A I think this burden was far too big for him, not for his 

heart and character, but considering his intelligence.

(HAUSEOFEK)
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H But during all that time you counseled with him, did you?

A If he asked me about any certain subjects, I gave him honest 

advice, which has only very seldom been adhered to.

Q, how, you held many positions of honor during that period?

A Both of these honorary posts that I held were given to me

on a purely democratic basis. The post of President of the German 

Academy has been given to me by free choice of the Senate. The same 

applies to my successor, but not unfortunately to the one that 

followed him. The same applied to the V.B.A., the German people's 

group in foreign countries. The Presidents. of the individual groups 

were elected by a choice, and those Presidents in turn elected their 

President. At the time when I was elected, this organization had 

nothing at all to do with the Party, but was quite a free electing 

body. Afterwards, after my departure, Bohle tried to bring this 

organization into his frame and there, in my opinion, he ruined it.

t.J
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Q, Were they free organizations?

A They were both free organizations, and the contribution for

this organization was a voluntary one.

Q, What was the purpose of the organization?

A The German Academy has been founded in the yeo-r 1953 to 1954.

I took part in the foundation, and we had as our a.im to start a similar 

Academy, as the Academy de Prance and the Institute de Prance.

Wasn't it a part of the propaganda machine?

Iso. In that time it was not prop, ganda. You see, I had a 

secretary. Doctor Tierfeldei*, who always tried to speak about the 

propaganda. I told him "Everybody who uses only the word propaganda

^6
( HAUSHOPER)



has to put twenty marks in a box for misusing that word. *' because I

had the impression that the mere mention of the word "propaganda" 

would ruin the aim of the Academy.

<*, But you did stay on propaganda work, even though you dic'n1 t 

use the word?

A Unfortunately, after my departure from the Academy, it has 

become dependent on the Ministry of Propaganda and then, of course, 

was subject to propaganda work; and in my opinion this v.ras very 

harmful to the original theme of the academy.

How long did you hold the positions in this?

A Then I left because I had differences with the President.

He was a Catholic Prelate. We were friends at first, but he had ways 

of which I didn't approve. I can prove my friendship to him by the 

fact that I put a bouquet of roses on the pie tat in Rome on his behalf.

In '34 I was reelected, to the Senate, which office ran from 1934 to

1937, but then I resigned because I had the impression that the

^freedom of the Academy was going to be disturbed.
f'l /'! • H (

/ Ik) )Q, What gave you that impression?

A This impression I received because of the interference of 

Bohle and the Minister of Propaganda.

Q, Well, Bohle was very careful not to get into the propaganda? 

A I was always surprised whenever I went to Berlin how much 

energy was used by these people in fighting each other.

Q, But is that the only reason you resigned because of the 

internal friction?

(HA.USHOFER)



A Thei’e was a very excited Senate meeting and a.t the end 

things were adjusted, and I refused a medal, but I resigned just 

the same.

What were the functions of Bohle?

A After the unfortunate develojjment of the foreign G-au and
4

being very hungry for power after this position, he tried to inter­

fere into different fields.

Q, Wasn't he careful always to keep his work among German 

Nationals abroad?

A Yes. He always has tried to do that, but he wa.s a man 

very hungry for po%?er, and he always thought that he could substi­

tute science through mere orgiinization.

Q, When yoir were President, what did this organization do?

A We initiated many courses for languages, especially in

Greece, Bulgaria, and even in Belgrade. We met with big success in 

that, but unfortunately we co\ild only pay very small fees to the 

people we engaged, but they were inspired by very much idealism.

Q, During that time, didn't you always maintain a constant 

contact with the military high command?

A ITo. I had from before many scientific relatL onships to 

Italy and to Hungary, where my best friend, a count, who shot 

himself, and the King of Rumania had real scientific interests on 

geopolitics, and I had friends in Paris who published my books.

Cj, That isn't quite responsive to my question. I wanted to 

know if you didn't have a contact with the high command of the 

military?

(HAUSHOFER)



A Ho. neally, no. I knew Fritsche, and I knew from my old

military times also Beck, and I knew Kleist, and I knew Brauchitsch, 

from hie 'time in East Prussia, Because he had real interests for the 

Baltic States. I gave lectures in the Beval and at Stockholm.

Q, But didn't you lecture to military schools?

A Ho. My lectures were in a "big Swedish society. I have now 

and again been invited hy a regiment, but this was an exception.

For instance, old friends from campaigns now and again invited me, 

hiit these were mostly scientific societies. I held quite a number of 

lectures all over Germany.

Y/hen you lectured at the military schools, vTha.t subjects

did you lecture on?

A Eastern Asia, Pacific questions, Indian questions.

Q, Bussian?

A Seldom Bussia, but also Bussia. I knew Bussia, Vladivostock. 

Q, They were lectures on geopolitics?

A Yes, that, too.

Q, How many of those lectures did you give to the military?

A Lectures to the military constituted the smallest part of 

my lectures. The most part of my lectures were given to the 

geographical societies.

Q, Were those lectures given at regular intervals?

A Ho, only on invitation, but I spoke also in the societies of 

Kadenhof, Kalegeri, in Prague.

(HAUSHOFEB)
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Q II' that has nothing to do with military, let us not talk 

about it. What I want to know is whether or not you maintained an 

interest and a relationship with the military during all these 

years.

A I tried to "be independent and to remain independent.

That was my pride.

Q, As an old soldier, you did. keep in contact with the 

military?

A Yes. I had personal contact with many old comrades. They
0

were old friends. My last Adjutant of the World. War is now General 

von Oxner.

You were aware, weren’t you, of the secret rearmament of

Ge rmany•

A One kept these matters away from me. This is the reason

why I "brought this speech of Rudolf Hess in Stockholm along. These 

matters have "been kept secret from me long after 1935. This has "been 

our honest conviction, what is contained in this speech.

Q, How do you explain the fact that many of your teachings found 

practical application in the Wasi Foreign Policy?

A There is only one sensible georjoli tics, and every sensible 

man who understands it will apply it.

Q, Well, then, you think that with respect to the foreign 

policy that your teachings were observed and there was no disagreement 

on your part?

A i have always been looked upon in the foreign countries as a 

decent geopoliucxaa, especially in JUn&ianu.. UtueiViee i would not
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have become an honorable member of the British Legion. The badge of 

the British Legion was given to me by Lieutenant Glive.

Q, General, when you noticed that there was imposed on the 

German people a rigid internal control and that there was a secret 

rearmament of Germany, putting those two things together with your 

teachings, did you come to any conclusions?

A Up to tne Autumn ox 19So, I noped tnat we snould come out of 

this whole affair in a peaceful way. You see, my murdered son spoke 

about those questions with Henderson, and I also spoke with many 

big Englishmen. I didn’t know many Americans, but some Americans 

also. At the African conference in Home I hoped with all my heart 

and also my life that we have reached a most extreme point and we 

thought that the word that we had given would be kept and \*re did not 

want to extend over that word.

/l4 vdv iAt Q, That was your hope, General, but when you savr this rearma-

Qfcir-L irient going on, when you saw this tight internal control exercised,
1 ' / _) / j

and putting that with the theory of Lebensraum, didn’t you know 

that sometime that there was an aggressive warfare soon to start?

A You see, in that moment I had my last encounter. This is 

when I had my decisive encounter with Hitler on the 8th. of November, 

1938. This is when all my power was taken away from me. I was still 

protected as long as Hess was still here, but not after the time Hess 

had left.

Q, That was the day when they announced the revenge action 

against the Jews?

A Yes, that was the day when this powerful action had taken 

place•
(HAUSHOTEE)
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Q, But you know as a military man that the "basic concept of the 

German military plans called for the waging of war outside the 

boundaries of Germany?

A At that time I hoped that the agreement with Bohemia was 

going to be adhered to and that there would be no war*

But didn't you notice the increase in armament, the rigid 

internal control, the fact that the ba.sic concept of waging war 

outside of the boundaries together with the theory of Lebensraum, 

could only mean one thing and that would be war?

A If we had been satisfied with what was given to us in 

Munich and if we had been prepared not to ext end £over) that, we would 

have had tasks to last us for a hundred years within the European 

Lebensraum.

Q, What did you think Germany was going to use this great 

striking force of its army for?

A I had hoped that a conference would be brought about in the 

autumn of 1938 which would clear up questions of Danzig and the 

Corridor, and all these hopes of mine have been destroyed by this 

pogrom of November '38.

Q, Was that the first time that you came to any conclusion 

with respect to the waging of war?

A Then I saw that all this was leading to destruction.

Q, But you knew, didn't you, that it was part of the program 

that they were to take on the territory of Austria and the Sudetenland

in addition to Danzig and the Corridor problem?

( HAUSHOFER)
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A At that time they already had Austria and the Sudentenland.

I really thought that all these assurances that were given to me,

namely, that one was now satisfied, that a.ll these assurances were

©
given to me in earnest. At that time^after Munich^in Roine^ there 

was such a happy feeling of cooperation and such contentment, not 

only among Gemans "but also among Englishmen and so on, and I

returned home with the "biggest of hopes.

(HAUSHOFSR)
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Testimony of Karl Hausliofer, taken 
at Nurnberg, Germany, 5 October 1945,
1600-1700, by Dr. Edmund A. Walsh, 
Expert Consultant to Justice Jackson. 
Also present: Siegfried Ramler, Inter­
preter and S/Sgt William A. Weigel,

Court Reporter.

DK. WALSH TO THE INTERPRETER:

r4 Do you solemnly swear that you will Interpret from Eng­

lish. into German and from German into English all the questions 

put and answered luring this interrogation?

f*1
Cl

&

A

%

I do.

Will you state your name?

Siegfried Ramier.

What is your present duty?

A Int erpret er•

DR. WALSH TO THE WITNESS THROUGH THE INTERPRETER:

Q Do you solemnly sweai that you will tell the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth, in answer to the questions 

of this interrogation, so help you God?

A Yes .

Were you in favor of the Anschluss?

A Yes, because I had the impression that many, many people 

in Austria, some of whom were very highly estimated by me, really 

liked the idea of a great German Reich. However, they had quite a

different idea as to the execution of this plan. You see, if I 

had any power to arrange that, I would have never taken any non-

-1- (HAUSHOFER)
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Austrians into it.

Q But still what concerns us very much is this; that in 

November, 1934, that the Zeitschrift, the journal of g.eopolitic s , 

of which you were the editor, said in that number, November *34, 

that “eventually a great power must take over the protection of 

that space”• I don*t say that you said it, but it was in the mag­

azine .

A I gave iny authors in my paper a very great freedom. Over 

yself, however, I had four censors who censored me very strictly, 

but I was not as silly as to try to censor my own authors, too.

Q, The point that disturbs us is that the Zeitschrift dur­

ing those years in a way prepared for the violent taking of those 

lands later, prepared the public.

A I know many Austrians, and I knew that they could not 

carry on living in the conditions that they were living in then.

Q, That would be another question, but the point is whether 

or not the Zeitschrift itself advocated and wished to bring about 

a forceful Anschluss.

A The best thing would be the voluntary Anschluss, which 

actually has been tried, but which did not succeed. I had a lot 

of correspondence with Seippel, whom I consider now as the most 

brilliant statesman that Austria ever had. And I am sure that he 

would have always wanted at least an economic Anschluss to Germany. 

In a letter that he wrote to me from Switzerland at the time when 

he was ill, which unfortunately I have lost, he wrote to me that

-2- (HAUSHOFEK)
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"It is Important that an economic Anschluss in Germany be arranged" 

Q It wUl be noted In June *37 that lor the most part, the 

{.q magazine »ooiple was devoted to Czechoslovakia, with the many arti­

cles and maps Indicating that that country also ought to come under 

German domain. Is that true?

A Yes, that Is possible. Bohemia really was the heart of 

Europe from where Karl IV has ruled.

Q The point is, did that Zeitschrift attempt to bring about.

as far as it could, the domination of Czechoslovakia without any

requests as came from Seippel?

&
We have really thought that a solution as has been found

in Munich would have been the happiest solution that could have been 

found in Europe at that time if we only had been satisfied with It. 

This was a decisive thing. One could have absolutely been satisfied 

with it.

Q, But as far as we can gather from your writings, even be­

fore that, you believe^hat all small nations eventually should be 

absorbed by the great powers.

A I did, but what I mean is that Europe was far too small 

and was distributed In far too small a manner so as to find any eco­

nomic solution without any unified program.

Q, But would that not run closets to and violate the inter­

national rights, and the wills of each one of those peoples, if they

so desired to remain Independent? _ z<.S4)

A Yes, but you have found such a solution, too, and you are
A

(HAUSHOFEK )

I



r

f v 
ftri

happy

ft But we did. it by voluntary solution.

The solution in Austria and the solution in Czechoslovakia,

if one would have been satisfied with it, would have shown the way 

to such a solution.

ft I don’t understand that.

This solution as it has been found in the Spring of 1938

with Austria, and later on in 1938 with Czechoslovakia, should have 

been the lead to the solution as it was to be found all over Europe,

Vover middle Europe

<0 
•I?

ft But the solution with Austria was a forced solution against

the wishes of its government and an independent government.

A If you would have been in Austria, you would see yourself 

that at that time the bigger part of the population was for the 

union, but in quite another way. They were for the union, but for

the union in a different manner• They were against German of­

ficials being sent to Austria. They wanted to keep their adminis­

tration to themselves.

ft Then why was Hitler so much afraid of allowing the Aus­

trian people to have their own plebiscite?

A plebiscite has taken place before, and when it has taken 

place before, it was in favor of the Anschluss. If it were I, I

-4- (HAUSHOFEK)



would have tolerated this plebiscite.

Tolerated which one?

A I would even have tolerated the second one

Q But with regard to the second one, I have just come from

Austria to study that question, and I am informed that when the 

invasion took place, some small^^egi^^^istant^that didn't know 

about it^had their plebiscite, in many villages and towns, and it 

was 100% against the Anschluss at that time.

A On the other side of the picture, I have seen how people

have behaved, people like Hassinger, the President of the Viennese 

%c ademy.

$ But in stuc&tng your works over many years, over twenty

years, I get the impression that it is not these specific economic 

problems, but a program to displace the power of the British Empire 

in the world, as exemplified by this map.

A (Examining map.) You see, that is from Hetner. That is

not my work. That is out of Hetner* s English book.

Q But you published it in your own works with approval 

That is your own book.

A Yes, I know, but, you see, you know that I have written

a biography of Herr von Kitchener, which has been so sympathetically 

taken up in England, and I knew him personally, and I consider him 

the most brilliant man that I have ever come across; and I have 

always admired England as being a country of art, and people knew 

about this man's opinions.

(HAUSHOFER)
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Q Yet, when you went to Korea in 1909, you remember that

you said that you were very much, disturbed when you made that trip 

to see the Union Jack all through, those lands, and the first real 

moment of contentment you had was when you saw the Japanese flag

at Formosa?

A I had the impression that it is fortunate that not all

the world is under one flag, but that still there are independent 

countries with independent culture and flags.

Q But your impressions about Japan and what you were al­

leging then was something more than merely an independent culture. 

They were that Japan would serve as the nemesis for the white man 

in the Far East to throw him out.

A I refer to many bad things the white man has committed

in East Asia, if you, and I, had inspected different quarters of 

the East Asian ports, Vladivostock and so on, you would have re­

ceived the impression that the white man has committed crimes a-

gainst his own culture.

but my point is that I understand from

your answers that the reason for the activity at that time was

merely to arrange an economic union with Austria; that there was

no other motive. My point in bringing this out and many others

is that there seems to be a deeper motive finally, and not that

one alone that transpired in Austria, and, therefore, I suggested
a.

that this showed another wider program.
A

6 (HAUSHOFEK)



A It is a feeling of the Bavarian that the Salzach border 

is very unjust, Salzach is the border of the Bavarian circle, 

Salzburg used to be the cultural center.

q I understand that, but I think that gets away from my
I

main question. The main question was, whatever have been the 

reasons for the Austrian-German frontiers, I am merely emphas­

izing that that wasn’t the only one, wasn't the deepest motiva­

tion in the movement at that time: first, Austria, then Czech­

oslovakia, then something else, then something else, then some­

thing else.

A It is the basic feeling of a Bavarian that his centers 

are being separated by artificial borders, because If a Bavarian 

would, for instance, fly across the country and look down on the 

different landmarks, he would feel himself in Bavaria Irrespective 

of whether he was then over any Austrian territory or German Ter­

ritory.

Q, I understand all that, but why should that same feeling 

extend itself over so many lands, in favor of German imperialism?

A The Bavarian always thinks that he belongs to Bavaria 

irrespective of whether there is an artificial border In the middle

or not •

q I understand that, but I wantAto come back to my question 

that this Idea of progressive expansion is not justified by the 

different countries in the area. For example, I find here In the 

magazine Zeitschrift fur Geopolitik, in February 1939, pages 131
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and 132, certain statements^ Would you explain these 

in your periodical?

(At this point Dr. Walsh showed the witness a copy of the Zeitschrift 

fur Geopolitik in which an article appeared by Haushofer, containing 

much abuse of the United States as ruled by 11 Jewish plutocrats'1 and 

"space-devouring" imperialists. On reading it, Haushofer broke down 

emotionally, tears came into his eyes, and he could barely speak.

As he had suffered a heart attack yesterday which needed medical 

attention, and as it could easily happen agq.in under these condi­

tions, Dr. Walsh terminated the session and fixed Saturday, October 

6th, 2:30 P.M. for the next hearing.)

r

APPROVED
INTERROGATOR

f% yJL%. C
iOsJU^.
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Testimony of: KARL EAUSHOFER 
Taken at: Nuremberg, Germany 
1450 - 1650, 6 October 1945.
By: Dr. Edmund A. Walsh, Expert
Consultant to Justice Jackson. 
Interpreter: Siegfried Hamler
Reporter: S/Sgt. William A. Weigel

QUESTIONS BY DR. WASLH TO THE INTERPRETER:

0, Do you solemnly swear that you will faithfully interpret from English

into German and from German into English all the questions put and answered during 

this interrogation?

A I do.

0 Will you state yo\ir name?

A Siegfried Ramler.

Q

A

What are your present duties? 

Interpreter.

QUESTIONS BY DR. WALSH TO THE WITNESS THROUGH THE INTERPRETER:

Q Do you solemnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth.

and nothing but the truth, in answer to the questions of this interrogation, so 

nelp you God?

A Yes.

Q You will remember that yesterday we covered with great detail some of 

the early developments of the Party and your ea.rly speeches and. all of that?

A Yes.

q Then at the end v/e cane to a. certain ouestion which I put to you from

the Zeitschrift?

Yes.

q You will recollect that when you read that, you felt that it diuxNt

represent now what you might have thought at that time?
ha d

A I have to say now tha.t these considerations/been inspired too much.

-1- ( HAUSHOFER)
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by passion, that is, after reading many attacks in the English, and American press, 

but I vant to say now that had I spent all my life as a scientist, I would not have 

written them the way I did.

Q, Well, cs.n we assume from that that possibly some of the earlier conclusions 

which we came to might now be in your opinion not true and might be modified in 

the light of more serious reflection upon them?

A Right now I would neither write such things, nor would I have them 

printed, nor would I represent any such thoughts*

Q, Woxild you feel that some at least or ma.ybe many of your original point-s
■<
*

of view, not only that particular one, but others, have been demonstrated in the
•V

course of time to lack basic justification? i

A The information that we had here was never very complete and although 

I perhaps had better information than the rest of the G-erraens with regard to Japan 

and China., it. really was not sufficient then,

\ Q You mentioned tha.t extenuating circumstance as of the date *55?
tr \#*j I

A Ever since 1935, the information I had was very scarce,

Q Well, that I could understand with regard to da.ily occurences and world 

movements, but I find that even before that date, before tha.t date, you had very 

definite beliefs and teachings extended to others, such a.s, one, in the Zeitschrift 

fur Politik Ho. 12, 1955, pages 445 to 448: "Geopolitics is a. duty to safeguard 

the rights to the soil, to the land, and in the widest sense not only the land within 

the frontiers of the Deutschesreich, but the right to much more extensive folk and 

cultural land,"

A This rcla.ted to things with which I was very happy and content, sxich 

3 s the cultura.1 autonomy of Ostland; that wa.s such an example. The result of 

cultural independent life in decisions, and an example for that constitutes Ostland 

also, perhaps, even Siebenbuergen,



0. But this is only one expression, and I must say this is not limited

to any Ostlana, hut this is a. universal expression.

A I am convinced that it is the task of everybody to satisfy the cul­

tural needs of all the minorities of their own account and with their own cultural 

autonomical rights.

Q, Yes, hut still the writings of most of the geopoliticons, and in the 

Zeitschrift also, rather concluded that wherever Germanic culture went and where- 

ever Germanic populations were found, even though they were under another country, 

there finally must go German political right.

A This is a. one-sided point of view which I did not have. You can see

that hy one example which I am going to give you now. In 1935 I was taken along 

to conferences and speeches that were held in Baltic countries, and I want to give 

you those speeches which I have here and in which there is contained the point of 

iew as it was Believed, at that time and which was also Rudolf Hess' point of view,

I

Should you not have this speech, T. want to tell you now that this speech was his
%

conviction and he wa.s completely sincere, as I c~ n say under oa.th, in everything 

tha.t he expressed in this speech.

I would like to know, however, does this statement refer also to your

personal beliefs, because we are not at this moment interrogating Rudolf Hess, 

but does it represent your feelings?

A This was Hess' and my conviction at tha.t time, and I never would have 

ms.de all of these speeches which I made in Stockholm and Oslov; if I was not under 

the impression and did not believe it was never meant bo take away any of these 

countries and incorporate them into Germany, but the only intention was to permit

cultural rights of the Germans minorities there. At tha.t time it was mine and 

Rudolf Hess* sincere conviction.



Still you did say in the second edition of Grensen in 1939, you quoted3.

with approv. 1 the famous dictum of Spinoza.: '‘Everyone has as much right in the 

world as his power enables him to have."

A The power that I meant here was not meant as a military power, but e.

■>

used.

Q, But in the context in which you expressed this approbation I believe that

the whole Question of that moment wa.s physical power.

A This I cannot remember exactly. You see, I have the poor memory

belonging to an old man.

Q, You see, what disturbs us so much and what we are trying to clarify is

whether or not your teachings and your influence and contact with the grea.t leaders 

encouraged them and laid designs for an aggressive physical invasion.

r« I 
& I

M
y /

A If you believe that, you have completely misunderstood me. You can see

om my action since 1938 that I was against any forcible measures not counting 

these territories that we had at that time. My opposition to that is proved by the 

persecution to which I was subjected from that date onwards.

Q, I agree to that to a. great extentj but what they gathered and used from 

your teachings wa.s e. very destructive conclusion, and to some extent in your 

previous teachings you encouraged them to that, a.nd I will give you an example.

In the Zeitschrift Ho. 13 of 1936, page 247, yo\i exhorted the German people: MDo 

not be narrow minded, but think in large terms of great things, in continents and 

oceans, and thereby direct your course with that of your Fuehrer."

A I vrrote these things at the time when I was under the impression that

great injustices were being committed against us, and I never would have written 

these things if I had been under my present impression. But the remarks that I

made there, that is, to speak in terms of oceans and continents, a,re not my remarks



but I have taken that from famous British authors, from Mackinder.

Q
_tCariLb£uru.4.'+£*4,;

Ma.ckinder and many others have also had a world geographical ooRoe^t1;

that I understand. But in this year, *36, you added that those world geographical 

ideas of the Heartland should "be developed according to the course which the

Fuehrer wa s thinking.

A Adolf Hitler
r-

at that time made reasonable speeches. that is, in 1936.

I grant you the force of that argument

A The moment it was asked that I express views in my monthly periodical

which I did not share and which I was not convinced of, from that moment on I
to

censed, publish these monthly periodicals, and at that time I told him, "Try to 

find somebody else." With this I mean my radio speeches, which were called, world

political monthly reviews.

Q, Still, I find after the invasion of Russia in 1941 in the Zeitsciirift

appeared a- statement over your name in which you seemed to approve of the invasion

of Russia.

A Is that really my newspaper?

<1

7
* \

hot this document, no, but I will look up the reference. September 1940

issue of the Zeitschrift. But even afterwards it 3ms been brought to my attention 

that there seemed to be some statements of yours, even after the invasion. Do you. 

recollect having written any after the invasion of Russia?

A It is impossible for me to have spoken anything over the radio or written

any such statement, because I would not have been allowed to do so after the flight 

of Hess, because after the flight of Rudolf Hess, I was even not allowed to make a 

very humble speech at the session of the German academy that I was invited to and

not allowed to go to a. scientific congress in the Rhineland. At that time I was

not allowed to go oxvt of my home without special permission. That can't be.

-D-
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<i Still I have teen informed, though I do hove here "before me the exact

number of the Zeitschrift, consequently you have the right to question it, I hive 

been informed that in April 1941 . . .

A I was in Rome at that time*

You published a geopolitical interpretation of the mission to China

of Owen Latimore, who waethe American advisor to Chiang Kai-Shek, and you seemed 

to feel then that there were some maneuvers going on which you da a covered as

"machinations prepared with ice-cold far-sightedness."

A I have a very good impression of his knowledge and far-sightedness as

regarding the Far Bast,

Q. That particular incident is not extremely important at the moment.

What I am really trying to clarify is whether or not after the declaration of war 

on Russia, did you continue to edit the Zeitschrift and approve the policy of the 

>C'i’uehrer then?

I wanted to go away from the Zeitschrift even before the flight of 

Rudolf Hess, but I was not allowed and I wa.s told, "If you go a.way from the

Zeitschrift, your wife will go to Teresienstadt or Auschwitz and you will go to 

Dachau. "

3. I understand, therefore, that you continued the editorship?

I could not do otherwise.

Q Under duress?

A Yes. We were forbidden only in the middle of 1944, and then the last

number was allowed to round out the yean. The Zeitschrift and the threat of the 

internment of my wife, that is, her being sent to Tersienstadt or Auschwitz, has 

always been over my head like the sword of Damocles.

Q Therefore you suggest*#, to. us with all honesty that if anything did

-6- (Hauehofer)
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apoear which appeared to justify the aggressive warfare of Hitler, it was under

duress.

It wa.s. Because I always had over me for all things I wrote persons.lly

four censorships: one universe!, for newspapers, one of the military, because I 

was formerly a General; there wa.s a censorship, the one of the Minister of Propa­

ganda., I want to he able to mention one thing too, whether I had relations to 

military authorities formerly. Here you have the proof which you can read right now 

which I am handing over to you that already in 1935 a. geopolitical speech of mine, 

quite a harmless geopolitical speech of mine, has been forbidden by the General Staff

Q

jl

Tou submitted this text beforehand?

I had given this text to Friedrich Heiss, a.nd he in turn gave it to the

General Staff, and in spite of its harmlessness it was forbidden; end I am sure 

the Professor will agree that the contents of this is so harmless that I am sure 

'’over America there would have been no difficulty in publishing it.

A

Who was he?

The secretary of Dr. Heiss, who wa.s the editor of this newspaper

think it wa.s called "Die Strasse." He is the editor of the periodical "Volk und 

Reich," but this article was meant for his Zeitschrift, "Die Strasse."

Q, This is what it says:

"Dear General: Just returning from an official journey, I want to

tell you this. Before I started this journey I had the Edition #12 of "Die 

Strasse," and I now find the opinion of your War Ministry in relation to your 

article. Dear General, will you please take my assurance that I am very ss.d 

and very worried about this decision. This, your article, has been the source 

of great joy and distinction to us, and we would have been very glad to win you 

over as our collaborator, and now, unf ortuna tely, our intention ha.s been destroyed,
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I can assure you that all of* us, also Dr, Haushofer, after it has teen reported to 

him, have "been -very sorry about this decision. As per your request, I can now 

send back the dra.ft of your article, which is enclosed hereby, Naturally, the 

publishing- agency will give you the fee for your article and will send it to you 

within a. few days,”

The signature Sfe clos with "Heil Hitler!" and "Dr,-Pnederich Heiss, "

A This article would be very important for you to read, because at that 

time I said that all the resistances that Ba.va.ria. could offer would not hold up 

any enemy for the period of four weeks,

Q, What date wa.s this article prepared for?

A The 12th of June, 19.35.

Q Could you tell us why at that time you deemed it relevant to point out 

that Bavaria could not make more than four weei^s resistance? Was there any question 

an invasion or war at that time?

A I wa.s asked to write about this new autobahn which ran from Ingolstadt 

over Munich to Salzburg, I said that this road only had a cultural-political 

value, but no military value at all. The only value for this road would be a 

continuation of traffic towards the West and the Ea,st.

Q, I understand that, I am interested to know, though, why this discussion 

of the military value of it was raised. Were you asked to comment on its political 

vs.lue, or was that an expression of your own?

A I had to speak about the geopolitical value of this roa.d as a. whole, 

and somebody in the General Staff did not like the opinions that I voiced in this 

article.

Q Do you wish me to have this for our use?

A Yes. It was never printed. It is the proof that the General Staff 

was not in agreement with my geopolitical way of thinking.

Q You will remember that Hitler achieved complete control of the German

-8- (Haushofer)



State "by the elections of the 5th of March, 1953. One month later, in the Zeits- 

chrift for April *33 you will remember you published an editorial, which was also 

signed by your son, ^‘ushofer, who was killed by the Gestapo, and also Kurt

Worwinkel and by General Haushofer, in which you said: "German geopolitical 

planning will have to exploit fully the dynamic changes and revolutionary movements 

of our earth. Geopolitics, therefore, is bound to generate immense explosives power.
I1* 1

Do you remember that editorial? These I do not say are the exact German expressions
i
»

but that was the general idea. What I should like to ask is, what do you mean by
y
*

"Geopolitics is bound to generate immense explosive power?"
■

S f

A That wa.s a time when even in Italy the opinion was expressed that 'it 

was not clever to change whole peoples into explosive minds. At that time, there 

was the question of the whole interior removement of Germany, the reformation of the 

Gaus, and so on. By the fact that the publisher himself signed this article, too, 

you can see that the question at that time wa.s either the continuance or the dis­

continuance of the Zeitschrift.

A
w Q At tha.t point, would you agree, however, that the phrasing of the
/

editorial might give rise to the conclusion tha.t it would serve as an explosive 

power — I am concerned with the spirit, you see — that it would serve as an 

explosive power in the nevr epoch about to begin.

A I partly wanted to warn and partly I agreed with these sentiments. It

ha.s to be clear to you that ever since 1933 I was not a. free man any longer. Erom 

this moment I was unable to emigrate. I wa.s every moment under threat that my wife 

would be sent to Teresienstadt or Auschwitz and both my sons would be relieved of 

their offices.

Q I understand tha.t point of view. Would you, therefore, wish us to con­

clude tha.t the sword of Damocles also is the explanation of the chapter in your

"Wehr Geopolitiks", w'hich I have before me here, that that explanation underlies 

or is the cause of the special chapter you have in this book on Wehr politics.
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tiie edition after the war began, which you entitled "Die Wehr Geopolitiks of the 

Liberation War of the Axis Powers," because in reading this chapter it seems to 

me that it is an apologia for the tactics which the Army we..s pursuing and the 

objective, and this comes after the date we are speaking of?

A I must admit to you that ever since 19o8 I have wanted to be able to

resign from public life, but I was never allowed to do so.

Q, I take cognizance of that explanation. I should also like to know

vrhether my interpretation, however, of this chapter is correct.

A Your views regarding this chapter I, unfortunately, have to say are

quite correct. At that time I really had the intention to end my life, but I 

ha.ve to say that because of my wife and the five children which she had brought 

into the Y\rorld and the threat that wa.s over her to be sent to Teresicnstadt, I

d not follow such course.

Q, Whs.t I chiefly wish to assure myself is that I have not misread nor

misunderstood

A Ho, you are quite right. It is very hard to say. To be truthful, I

have to sa.y th t Rudolf Hess has never taken part in any of the pressure that has 

been put on me. There were only others that did that.

Q, Without going further into that particular aspect, I do feel I ought to

mention one more tiling. Is it true that you were a member of the Academy of 

German Law?

A That is true, but only as an honorary member. I never worked in it.

Two or three times they took over matters which I dealt with in my broadcast, and 

incorporated them in the Zeitschrift periodical. I was only there once more at 

a supper that was given in the Hotel Vierjehreszeiten in Munich, where I was 

invited, because of the presence there of my friend Hans Pehr, who was a, professor 

at the Hern University.

10
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Q Then you would wish us to understand that that i3 the explanation of

your article in the Zeitschrift, Academy for German Right, which io published in 

the year 1956, Page 900 of the Zeitschrift? That is your article?

A Yes.

Q, In which you speak of the legal system and the fighting spirit, the

military spirit and military geopolitics in relation to the legal system and 

national srdrit?

A I think I have written this article for the -- I think he was a.t that

time — still Minister of Justice, Guertner. I wanted to do this for him because 

I knew him from my Bavarian pa.st, and he always appeared as a decent man to me 

then. He later on died.

Q We would not be interested in the origin of the article, but the fact

at it was a uart of the work of the Academy fuer Deutsches Reich.

A This is what the at that time Minister of Justice a.sked me to do, and

I found nothing wrong in fulfilling his wish.

Q, The reason why we are very much interested in the work of the Academy

for German Right is this; We find that many of the laws governing occupied lands 

very severe and cruel laws, were in all probability first elaborated, and. worked, 

out by the members of this academy before being passed over to the political

authorities.

But I have never concerned myself with any of these tilings, and it wa.s 

well known that I never would agree to go into any of these things, a.pa.rt from 

general geopolitical considerations.

G. You said tht you were an honorary member?

A At that time, this was presented to me as a merely formal affair.

Q, But, nevertheless, in the official list of the Academy published for

the year 1953-34, your name occurs as a regular member.

Mf-
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A I have never concerned myself with any of these things you refer to,

and if they listed me as a regular member, I am quite sure that I did not knoxv 

about it. My conception always was that I was merely an honorary member. I had a 

book once where I noted down my membership in all different geographical associa­

tions and other committees, whether honorary member or regular member, but this 

book unfortunately is missing.

Q At this point the official list of members is shown to you with your

name as a regular member.

(Examining book.) At the time Calker became honorary member and I 

became an honorary one, too, and I am summarised seeing him here as a, regular member, 

too. I am sorry that I am in here, but there is nothing I can do about it. I 

remember having filled o^^t a very long questionnaire, where I noted down all my 

memberships in the different associations, but this has been so distant from my 

mind that I did not even fill out this membership here.
' Op

The point which interests us also is that, whereas the other men were,

l v.

&$.' far as we know, mostly lawyers, you were the only one that v,re can see who wa.s 

not a. lawyer.

A Calker was no lawyer. Calker was a professor of national economy. At

the time they made these celebrations and invitesd these people, they invited a number 

of university professors a.s honorary members, so a.s to give the whole matter a 

nicer appears nee. This wa.s in the Hotel Vierjahreszeit en.

0, In the last analysis, now, I would like to get a few reactions with

regard to your first impressions about Japan. I realize that when we come to tha.t,

\
tha.t you were one of the most informed and one who wrote mo. t widely upon Japan 

and the Ear East, and that, in all probability, is your strongest point, your 

strongest point of knowledge. Erom reading your book, such as ,,The Japanese Empire," 

"The Japanese People," and all the others which I ha.ve gone through carefully, and
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"The Geopolitics of the Pacific Ocean," from all of these, and I may add, from 

your own memoirs, your own writings, I come to the conclusions that you had a 

greet admiration for the Japanese people,

A I may mention here th t I have "been fortunate enough during my stay in 

Japan only to come in contact with the best part of the population, and only very 

little with the tradesmen and the population in the port towns,

Q Well, those with whom you did come in contact were the ones, I take it, 

xvho were molding Japanese policy?

A The whole Japanese policy has been directed from four opposite powers; 

there was the Army, there was the Fleet, there was the Court, and the priesthood, 

and there wa.s the aristocracy. The policy resulted from all these four opposite 

different powers.

Q, I understand, but when it did result, when the policy did finally take 

form, did you not approve and feel that it was the correct policy when they 

absorbed Korea and also began penetration into Manchuria?

A At that time the fleet was under Ss.cuma, and the whole southern popula­

tion was very nnh:p py that the policy of the army has been directed to the 

continent.

Q, I understand that, and that would be an analysis of the diverse forces 

0 which finally brought about an Ostlend policy. Therefore, let us not discuss 

the divisions between the countries. I merely want to point out that when the 

final policy did take pla.ce, independently of how it came, you were for it. You 

approved it.

A I always thought that in some way the huge population pressure of Japan
•*

had to be relieved.

Q When you sa.y "the population pressure of Japan had to be relieved", you 

published an analysis of the Japanese population and you admitted that it was not 

nearly so high, the pressure, as in many parts of Europe, and you said that there
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were still many uncultiva.ted parts north, in Hcxkiido nnd in other places. Therefore, 

the population pressure cannot be used as a reason for your ultimate consent '•S all 

Japanese policy,

A There you have to sa.y that this was a question of taste and preference. 

Yes, I have to admit to whet the professor has said, but I have to say here that 

this was ls-rgely a matter of preference. In the territories, in the more congen­

ital territories, where there was rice available, the population tended to gather 

together, and huge pressure of population resulted. However, in the higher northern 

parts, vrhere rice was not so much available, there wa.s only a. very scattered 

population.

v Q, You’enow the distribution of the population., because no one analysed it 

more closely than you did. But your final conclusion was that the claim for more 

ebensraum, inasmuch as it was based on population pressure, was dubious.
e,
W

$7rf>’/ A The same thing appears with us in middle Europe. In Saxony, Thuringia,

and so on, you find that the population gathers and is very thick, while in other 

territories where life would be harder for them and where they would have to work 

harder, you will find that this is not the case,

Q, Very good. The.t would be an interesting comparative geographical study, 

but today I am interested only in the ultimate conclusions insofar as they might 

have influenced the final way which the Japanese government took.

A There one has to sa.y that the Army was victorious on the basis of

support of the lower farmer class, that they were victorious over the opinions 

of the fleet, of the court, ana the higher circles.

Aga.in I must insist that we are only concerned with the final political

decisions and the results which followed of the Japanese government, independently 

of the diversions within the country, and tha.t their final political and military 

operation was one of forceful annexation of Korea., which you saw when you were
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there in 1909, and later a gradual going into Manchuria, and when you observed 

that you wrote these words in Das Japanische Reich, "This is the school through 

which Japan went and through which Germany must go,"

A We should have learned from this experience that it was our task to
•**

populate those districts that we have with farmers and agriculture, which actually 

has not happened.

Q But what the Japanese did was to populate the lands of other peoples 

vith their own peasants and to annex other lands forcibly, which was their later 

policy in the Greater East Asia coprosperity zone. Consequently, it seems to me 

that you gave an approval to a. policy of aggression not withstanding the rights of

■p^pther independent corn tries.
P-\

A Yes. There I differ in my old age with the professor whom I still count

as being one of the younger generation. I have seen Korea, as it wa.s at that time

in 1909 and. 1910. Korea always at that time was independent, and the only question 

vra s who was going to invade it. Was it to be Russia, or was it to be China, or was 

it to be Japan?

Q, Rut I must say at that point that a hypothetical supposition as to what

might, could, or would happen is no justification for a positive act of aggression.
•*

A The Russian attack has preceded it already. At Yalu it had already 

been effected.

Q, Yes, but tnat was not Korea.

A The Yalu Mountains, of course, were a.t the East coast of Korea, and 

they had been attacked by the Russians.

Q, The details at the moment are, I think, not too relevant to our 

discussion. Wh t I have in mind is that there seems to be in your writings an

approval of the idea of the Areaaperneinsohaf■t,cn. even despite all international

lines.
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A I in ve xvritten this book at the time of the Ruhr invasion. Thi s was in

1923, at the time when we were not independent ourselves, and a.t that time there 

was no right on our own territory.

Q, Your advocacy, however, of that kind of operation ante-dated, went

hefore, the incidents you speak of, because you published "The Geopolotics of the

Pacific Ocean1* in 1924, and in that volume you said that you hoped, "Japan would 

become a. punishing justice to be felt by our merciless economic and political

enemies and oppressors." That was shown already in 1924.

zA
A (Pause.)

Pv Q, That means even in '24 you conceived Japan to be the force, you conceived 

Japan to be a nemesis, for expelling the white man from Asia, and you called it 

in those years, and later in the Zeitschrift in 1936, "As a. symbiasis of social 

policies."

A At that time, some of our people, some of the best people that have

lived in these chief Asiatic colonies, returned under bad conditions from prison

ships.

Q I again must emphasise that I do not dispute or go into the motives.

“What history records is. that you approved end that you hoped that Japan would

become m element^with Germany, symbiosis, o f culture! policy, and tlx t is 

exactly what happened in the Axis agreement.

A Yes, but in a wrong manner.

I understand you, therefore, to explain that you considered Japan, and

the East Asia.tic section as one of the manometers?

A Yes. I want to sa.y at thps point that the circle that propagated the 

East Asiatic relationships was very unhappy about the breakout of the Chinese-

A.)
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Japanese war in 1937* At that time my son was in Peiking in China, and he wr.s

just as unhappy about the situation as I was, which he told me about in detail 

Q, In the iraaj6eo4ive of history and before the judgment of the world,

the most unfortunate point is that the arguments which you gave from a high 

authority contributed to the final conclusions which unloosed on the United 

States the bombing of Pea.rl Harbor and again this terrible tragedy which brought 

all the millions of Americans to Hurone and to Ja/oan. That is the point which 

I am in all sincerity and fr nlmess trying to establish,-*whether you agreed to

t hat.

'/ A You will find in many planes of my "G-eopolitics of the Pacific" where

I said that I am very happy about the fact that this territory is not yet the 

place of'war, and where I said that I hoped that its geopolitical nature will 

protect it from ever being the scene of war.

0. In that your hopes were well-grounded or at least your reasoning was

well-grounded; the United States would never ha.ve attacked Japan. I know of no 

rea.son why America would ever have attacked Japan. It was Japan who attacked us

in one of the most treacherous, inhuman of treachery yet recorded in history.

t-uat while their two Ambassadors were discussing with our Secretary of Ste.te, in

tii ni very same moment their airplanes were massacr ing a fleet lying peacefully at

anchor. Also I cannot escape the conclusion that the seeds of thought which a, 

person might have planted grew, end although it may be a. severe judgement, you 

must consider whether or not your arguments might not have had some influence in 

that.

A I don't believe even if I judge myself very severely that I ever had

any such intentions.
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q Ho. Ho intentions. Your praiee.of the Jaoanese
A

people and your praise Uny^

of their methods of pene tra.tion, which you compared to Jiu Jitsu.

A Judo did not a.ttack, but would wait for the attack and was meant to go

into action after the attack.

Q, But you have said, in your explanation of their geopolitics at that time

that it was based on the Japanese instinct to go back in order to take the opponent 

off his balance.

A

0.

A

But only if the opponent comes.

That I agree.

Jaoan's attemot on Honolulu is against its own ideas of Judo

q
A

That may be.

In order to illustrate to you how difficult it is to avoid unfortunate

developments I can tell you about my ao ointment with the Agricultural Ambassador
U vt <JJ

Count Mushakoji. This man against every warlike development. He was of the

point of view of the old Ito, itfho thought that an attack against Russia, is to be 

avoided a.t all costs, either from the side of Germany or from the side of Japan, 

but when Count Mushakoji was released and was substituted by Baron Oshima, who 

was neither a diplomat nor a. statesman, he said to me that he had the biggest 

worry regarding our future developments. This is what he said, to me, "You h ve 

accomplished wonderful technical things in armament and in roads ana so on, but 

you have lost just as we have lost, too, the highest ethical respect for honor, 

33h.rfu.rcht. N He added that, "You have no more veneration for old age. You have 

no more respect for religion. You liave no more high respect for ethics. And this 

has happened to us, too, and this is why I h.~ve the greatest worries in this 

respect."

q I can understand the point of view which you are developing, because

in latter years in Japan, some of their most conservative snd foresighted statesmen 

were assassinated, were killed, one after the other. One of them, who wa.s the
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Premier, if I am not mistaken . . .

A I knew him personally, yes.

Q . was killed after a "banquet was given by our American ambassador.

who seated him at dinner, and the next day saw hie dead body. Therefore, I under­

stand the inner division among the Japanese forces and the rise of a. very radical 

and brutal and aggressive power. I agree tha.t the powers which came into control 

did not represent the type of respect for human dignity of which your friends 

spoke. Just as in the case of the German state we h ve a, Minister of Justice, the 

Nazi Minister of Justice, who said at the congress of German jurists, Leipzig, 

October 2-4, 1935: "Justice is whatever benefits the German people and injustice

atever harms them."

A
.tt. This is just in opposition to what Count Mushakoji told me. I remember

that my son told me when he returned from his world trip, he said about Japan,

"You can be glad tha.t you did. not go there again, because if you went to Japan 

again you would not recognize it any more;" I am very sad not to have been able 

to speak to my son before he was shot by the Gestapo. This time would have been 

just the right moment for me., to speak to him.

Q, I understand very deeply, and I appreciate that the course of events

racy have taken a direction which you never intended. What is, however, historically 

before the world is tha.t many of your arguments were used both by the Japanese and 

by the Ifezi Party, and I add, according to your testimony yesterday and today, into 

a direction which you never intended.

A I thank you for appreciating this point.

Q, I believ that you are in a position now, with your vast knowledge of

so many of the details, to d.o a great service to a long-suffering humanity and in 

whatever years Divine Provid.ence may leave to you, to correct for the coming

JL

(Haushof©r)

•v57

I 3|

.#fl’,

1 f u . “ ■
*» r * fj



generations many of the false conclusions that people came to from reading your 

almost life work.

A What I am going to tell you now is very intimate. In my farm at Hof

Schimmelhof there is a hook called ’’Freedom and Self-Determination in the Historical 

Life of the People.” This is the saddest hook that I have ever written, and I was 

auite sure that it never could have heen 'published from 1941 u'o to now.

Q .

A

I ask you a.t that point, why not?

If I had published it up to the beginning of May, I would have been

hanged or shot immediately

The government of the United States is now soverign over this part of

how I am not a. prisoner, but for some time I have been a prisoner of 

States in Freising and Oberursel.

Q The ultimate authority on the American side for determining the extent

and the punishment of criminals of war at present is lodged in the commission which 

is located at Hurnberg. Therefore, I make to you a recommendation: If we bring 

Rudolf Hess into your presence, the two of you who know so much of these movements, 

would you be inclined to discuss with him why these things took place and whst went 

wrong in the line where you and he were so closely associated?

A I am prepared, if the Professor requests it, I am then prepared to see

him even in the critical state of mind as he is now, and I am prepared, in order to 

use a. hard German expression, to go in front of the Devil's eye and talk to him.

I would far prefer it if it was in your presence and not in anybody else’s presence

Q

A

That can be done.

If the Professor is really interested in these things and devotes so much

time to them, I want to point out to him that in my farm there is a book that my

lVS
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de d son has written* Only two copies have "been saved. It was called "Procedure
i

of Political (Geography and Geopolitics," There are only two copies of this hook 

that have 'been saved, and 5,000 have "been burned. The first copy is completely 

finished. This would have shown to the Professor and to American scientists now 

much better than I ever would be able to do it. He would have completed my life

wo rk.

G How, historical opportunity Tvrvolves on your shoulders. Can you. remember

the main trends of what he did say in th t work?

A All these main outlines were based on his relation to American and

English scientists. The re"son he was shot by the Gestapo was that they feared

that he would be able to get in touch with them and he was the one that they would 

want to get in touch with in order to put Germany on its feet again.

Q I must remark at that point that your answer still doesn’t give me an

of -hat the contents and the philosophy, geopolitical philosophy, of that

book are.

A I he ve to say that this book is far more on the line of Professor Walsh

end Professor Bowman, President of Johns Hopkins, than on my old. line. 

Q, But is it on your present line?

A It represented my present way of thought far better than I ever -would

be able to describe it now.

Q, I see a great historical opportunity.

A If my powers are sufficient.

Q, When a great task evolves on a man, I am of the firm spiritual belief 

that the power will be given.

A I have here in my hand the last description of what I and my son have

gone through in the last year. This is the last copy I have. I don't know if 

you he.ve that.
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Q (Examining document.) This I have already read. Therefore, knowing 

the events of those years,-! do not make my proposal mandatory,—"but I ask yoxi 

vrhether or not you would feel that you could do it.

A I can only say I will try. I am ready to try. I cannot sa.y, if the

22
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